
 

 SCFW IRB DECISION TREE 
Updated April 2019 

NOTE: Templates for all options can be found in the Appendix of the administration plan 

If you have questions or need help, please contact Tori Rehr, the project coordinator for SCFW: 

Email: scfw@osu.edu  Phone: 614-688-2150 

Are you using the results of the SCFW for internal 
improvement only? (i.e., not publishing on SCFW data) 

No, I am planning to publish the results for my 
campus in a peer-reviewed journal.  

Yes 

Option 1:  

Complete IRB 
Authorization. 

 Does not require 
renewal 

 Your IRB cedes 
oversight to Ohio 
State’s IRB 

Option 2: 

Complete an independent 
IRB Review & Approval. 

 Requires renewal for 
every survey 
administration 

 Your IRB provides 
oversight 

Check to see if your institution is a SMART IRB 
member. If so, reach out to SCFW team to initiate 
authorization. If not, submit sample authorization 
in administration plan to your IRB or appropriate 

institutional official. 

Option 3: 

Use Letter of Support to obtain 
approval from administrator. 

 Requires renewal for 
every survey 
administration 

 Ohio State’s IRB 
provides oversight 

Do you want to link educational 
records to your participants’ 

responses? 

Choose between: 

Yes No 

mailto:scfw@osu.edu
https://smartirb.org/participating-institutions/

